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TBA welcomes new attorneys to the profession
The Tennessee Bar Association will welcome 168 new attorneys to the
practice of law on Tuesday, June 3, with an open house and reception
from noon to 2 p.m. in Nashville. The event will follow the swearing in
ceremony, held this year at the Tennessee Performing Arts Center. If
you are going to be in Nashville that day, please come by the Bar
Center and welcome this newest group of young lawyers to the practice
of law in Tennessee. The event will be held at the Tennessee Bar
Center, 221 4th Avenue North, Nashville, 37219. A light buffet lunch
will be served. Please respond by May 30 to (615) 383-7421 or
membership@tnbar.org or if you would like to attend.

RSVP today for Chattanooga membership event
The final TBA YLD membership event for the year will be held in
Chattanooga on June 3. Join us in the Miller & Martin skybox for a
Lookouts game as the home team takes on the Huntsville Stars. The
game starts at 7:15 p.m. and food and beverages will be provided. The
event, being held in cooperation with the Chattanooga Bar Association,
will provide a great opportunity for networking and socializing with
colleagues. To attend, please RSVP to Kristie Luffman at
kristie.luffman@state.tn.us by the end of the day today.

Barristers host laser tag for charity 
The Hunger & Poverty Relief Committee of the Knoxville Barristers will
host its annual Laser Tag Challenge for Charity on Monday, Aug. 25, at 6
p.m. at Laser Quest in Knoxville. This fun event raises money for
charities in the Knoxville area. Teams may designate specific
organizations they wish to support. The registration fee for a team of
four is $100. Pizza and soft drinks will be provided. For more
information or to register your team, please contact Tasha Blakney at
(865) 544-2010 or at tblakney@eblaw.us. 

TBA section seeks young lawyers
The incoming chair of the TBA Family Law Section, Nashville lawyer Jeff
Levy, is looking for several young lawyers to serve on the section's
executive council. The council is responsible for approving section
positions on proposed legislation and court rules, approving the section's
proposed budget and authorizing expenditure of funds, setting policies
for the section, and providing advice and counsel on family law issues to
the TBA leadership and staff. This is a very active section, especially in
proposing new legislative initiatives and revisions to current law.
Candidates should have an active family law practice or a history of
working on family law issues. Interested individuals should contact Levy
at (615) 627-4677 or levyjl@bellsouth.net.

Bar exam tutor needed
A student member of the TBA in Nashville is looking for a tutor to help
her prepare for the essay portion of the Tennessee bar exam. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact Stacey Shrader at
sshrader@tnbar.org.

YLD election reminder
Members of the Young Lawyers Division will vote on three contested
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elections at the division's annual membership meeting June 12 at the
Gatlinburg Convention Center. The contested seats are YLD Vice
President, Middle Tennessee Governor and District 10 Representative.
Biographical information was provided by the candidates or taken from
public sources and candidates are listed below in alphabetical order by
last name.

Vice President (2 candidates)

Candidate: Tasha Blakney
Hometown: Knoxville
Firm: Eldridge & Blakney PC
Law School: University of Tennessee (1999)
Tasha Blakney is a shareholder in the Knoxville firm of Eldridge &
Blakney PC, which she co-founded in September of 2003. Blakney has
served on the board of the TBA YLD since 2002, having held the
positions of chair of the Law Week Committee, inaugural chair of the
Children's Issues Committee, East Tennessee Governor and delegate to
the American and Tennessee Bar Associations' Houses of Delegates.
During her two-year tenure as Children's Issues Committee chair,
Blakney oversaw the YLD's implementation of the successful "Building
Healthy Relationships" program, which earned her the YLD President's
Distinguished Service Award in 2006. She has twice been named a YLD
Star of the Quarter. Blakney also has received the Knoxville Bar
Association President's Award for her work as co-chair of the Pro Bono
Committee and the KBA Barristers President's award for her service as a
charter member and three-time co-chair of the active Hunger & Poverty
Relief Committee. She is a graduate of the TBA's Leadership Law Class
and the ABA TIPS Section's National Leadership Academy. In January of
2008, she was honored in Knoxville's inaugural "40 Under 40" by the
Greater Knoxville Business Journal. Blakney also was recently selected
as the TBA YLD's nominee for the American Bar Association YLD's
National Outstanding Young Lawyer of the Year Award.

Candidate: Hanson R. Tipton
Hometown: Knoxville
Firm: Watson, Roach, Batson, Rowell & Lauderback PLC
Law School: University of Tennessee (2002)
Hanson Tipton currently serves the TBA YLD as co-editor of the
Tennessee Young Lawyer publication. During the 2006-2007 bar year, he
was the Knoxville city captain for the YLD's CLE Committee. He is a
member of the Tennessee Bar Association's Leadership Law Class of
2008. Tipton graduated from Florida State University in 1996 and
received his law degree from the University of Tennessee College of Law
in 2002. He is licensed to practice in the state of Tennessee (2002), the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee (2004) and the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit (2006). He practices civil
defense litigation at the Knoxville law firm of Watson, Roach, Batson,
Rowell & Lauderback PLC and focuses his practice primarily in the areas
of workers' compensation, governmental tort liability and medical
malpractice defense. Tipton previously clerked for the late Tennessee
Senior Judge John K. Byers. His local bar involvement includes service
on the Knoxville Bar Association's Judicial Committee and as a barrister
member of the Hamilton Burnett Chapter of the American Inns of Court.

Middle Tennessee Governor (2 candidates; a third candidate, Nashville
attorney Matt Potempa with the Tennessee Department of Human
Services, qualified to run for the position but withdrew from
consideration on April 15)

Candidate: Marjorie Kaup Haines
Hometown: Franklin
Firm: Kay B. Housch PC
Law School: Nashville School of Law (2007)
Marjorie Haines received a Bachelor of Science degree in business from
Middle Tennessee State University in 2003 and a law degree from the
Nashville School of Law in 2007. She is a current member of the
Tennessee Bar Association, Nashville Bar Association and Tennessee
Lawyers Association for Women. Outside of work, Haines serves as a
volunteer for Planned Parenthood and is active in Commercial Real
Estate Women and Success in the City. During law school, Haines co-
founded the Nashville School of Law Legal Society, and served as its
president from 2006-2007. Haines is employed with the firm of Kay B.
Housch PC, focusing in the area of multi-site commercial real estate
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transactions. In running for Middle Tennessee Governor, Haines writes
that she "will be successful in soliciting new interest in the YLD, as well
as active participation from the current membership." She also believes
she "can harness the enthusiasm of Nashville School of Law graduates
and current students for the benefit of the YLD." Finally, she states that
her specialty will assist the board with concerns and current issues in
real estate law.

Candidate: Jason M. Pannu
Hometown: Nashville
Firm: Lewis King Krieg & Waldrop PC
Law School: University of Alberta (2002)
Jason M. Pannu, an associate attorney at Lewis King Krieg & Waldrop
PC, focuses his practice on construction law, including general
commercial litigation, lien and bond claims, and architects and
engineers liability. He regularly represents contractors, designers and
other industry members in arbitration and court matters. In addition, he
advises construction industry clients on pertinent aspects of immigration
law. Pannu earned a bachelor degree in finance from the University of
Northern British Columbia in 1998 and a law degree from the University
of Alberta (Ontario) in 2002. He is admitted to practice in Ontario and
Tennessee. His involvement with the TBA YLD includes current service
as a member of the board and its executive committee, Middle
Tennessee Governor, and liaison to the Membership Committee. During
the 2006-2007 bar year he held the position of Nashville membership
captain. In addition to active service with the Tennessee Bar
Association, Pannu is a member of the American Bar Association,
Nashville Bar Association, Canadian Bar Association, Law Society of
Upper Canada and Ontario Bar Association. He also is a member of the
Tennessee Association of Construction Counsel and currently serves as
president of the group's Young Lawyers Division.

District 10 Representative (2 candidates)

Candidate: Bradley M. Carter
Hometown: Clarksville
Firm: Runyon and Runyon
Law School: University of Memphis (2004)
Bradley M. Carter was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and presently lives in
Clarksville, Tenn. After graduating from Farragut High School in 1996,
he attended the University of Tennessee in Knoxville and graduated in
2000 with a Bachelor of Science degree in business administration. He
then moved to Memphis and attended the University of Memphis Law
School, graduating in May of 2004. Desiring to relocate to the Middle
Tennessee area, Carter joined the Clarksville law firm of Runyon and
Runyon in 2005. His practice includes family law, juvenile court
matters, personal injury and contract law matters. His community
service includes serving as the 2008-2009 president of the Hilldale
Kiwanis Club of Clarksville and as a board member of the Montgomery
County Bar Association. Outside the practice of law, Carter reports he is
happily married to Kristen Carter, an elementary school teacher, and
enjoys running, canoeing and hiking. He says he is very excited at the
prospect of representing District 10 and will do his very best should he
be elected. Finally, he reports that his interest in the position stems
from his involvement assisting the current representative, Raymond F.
Runyon, with the district's annual backpack service project, and from his
older brother, Patrick Carter, who has been involved with the YLD for
many years.

Candidate: William J. Sweeten
Business Location: Clarksville
Law School: Nashville School of Law (2007)
William J. Sweeten holds a Bachelor of Science degree in mathematics
and a second degree in computer science. A former Army officer, he
spent eight years in command of Bomb Disposal Units. He is also a flight
instructor and holds an Airline Transport License. Sweeten has spent
many hours as a volunteer and leader for community and civic
organizations within Montgomery County, including five years with Youth
Court; Hilldale Civitan Club; Clarksville Rotary Club; United Way, where
he served on the Budget Committee; and the Clarksville Humane
Society, where he served on the Board of Directors. Sweeten recently
volunteered and scored trial rounds at the YLD's State High School Mock
Trial Competition. His goal for District 10 is to increase the number of
involved, participating members and provide new opportunities for
networking, professional development and training within the large



geographic area that encompasses the district. He also wants to raise
the visibility of the YLD as a means for professional pride and personal
growth for young lawyers who will be the future leaders of their
profession and communities.

Public Service Day update
Most Statewide Public Service Day projects from across of the state are
now complete, however a few remain. Projects held during the month
of May have benefited individuals, neighborhoods and non-profit
organizations in innumerable ways. Don't miss out on the chance to get
involved in these final events.

District 3
County: Knox
Contact: Sonda Gifford; (865) 215-1000; sgifford@woolfmcclane.com
Working with the Imagination Library program to expand its coverage in
low-income areas by sponsoring a child sign-up day at the Kroger
grocery store on Asheville Highway. Date to be announced.

District 5
County: Hamilton
Contact: David McDowell; (423) 756-5171; dmcdowell@gplace.com
Hosting a golf tournament on July 18 at Moccasin Bend to benefit the
Orange Grove Center, a private non-profit organization serving adults
and children with developmental disabilities. The entry fee is $70 per
person or $250 for a team, which includes greens fees, food and drinks.

District 6
Counties: Clay, Cumberland, DeKalb, Jackson, Overton, Pickett,
Putnam, Van Buren, Warren, White
Contact: Rachel Moses; (931) 528-7436; rmoses@las.org
Hosting a fundraiser for the Center of Hope. Date to be announced.

District 11
Counties: Bedford, Giles, Hickman, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, Marshall,
Maury, Moore, Perry, Wayne, Williamson
Contact: Patrick Carter; (931) 388-4022; pcarter@hardinandparkes.com
A wine tasting to benefit CASA of Maury County will be held in the fall.

District 12
Counties: Benton, Carroll, Crockett, Dyer, Gibson, Henry, Lake, Obion,
Weakley
Contact: Cristy Cooper; (731) 286-3827; coopercristy@hotmail.com
Hosting a golf tournament on June 14 to benefit the Dream Factory of
Dyersburg - an organization that grants dreams to children who have
been diagnosed with critical or chronic illnesses.

District 14
County: Shelby
Contact: Emily Landry; (901) 577-2261; elandry@bakerdonelson.com
A clean-up day at Target House, a residential facility for St. Jude
patients and their families, will be held in the fall.

Not too late to register for convention
It's not too late to register for the 2008 TBA Annual Convention in
Gatlinburg, June 11-14, but be sure to do so before the price goes up
$100 after Friday, May 30. Don't miss out on all the convention has to
offer: from fellowship with members of the bench and bar to top-of-the
line CLE programming and this year's YLD service project Wills for
Heroes. We encourage all young lawyers to join us this year and make
Annual Convention an event to remember. Check it out here

Upcoming CLE
The YLD has three CLE seminars planned for June 13 during the TBA
Convention in Gatlinburg. Be sure to take advantage of these
opportunities, which are free with your convention registration.
Register here
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Wills for Heroes Training Seminar
8 a.m. to 9 a.m., 1 general credit
Producer: Michelle Sellers
Speakers: Angelia Morie Nystrom, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz PC; Paul Whitt, Rainey,
Kizer, Reviere & Bell PLC
Course Description: This session is geared toward, and
required for, attorneys who want to participate in a YLD-
sponsored public service project following the CLE. Those
who participate in the project will assist local first responders
with basic estate planning services.

Technology for Today's Lawyer: 60 Gadgets in 60 Minutes
10 a.m. to 11 a.m., 1 general credit
Producer: Cynthia Cutler
Speakers: Bill Ramsey, Neal & Harwell PLC; Phillip Hampton, Logic
Force Consulting LLP
Course Description: Learn the latest tech tools, tips and gadgets from a
"techie" attorney and a technology consultant who works exclusively
with lawyers and law firms. The pair will teach you how to be an
efficient and effective technology user, and be aware of ethical issues
raised by the ever-changing technology landscape. Bill and Phil move at
warp speed, so fasten your seatbelt and get ready for a fun and
fascinating seminar. Check out their blog at
www.thebillandphilshow.com 

Taking the Legalese out of Legal Writing
2 p.m. to 3 p.m., 1 general credit
Producer: Cynthia Cutler
Speaker: Andrew Roskind, McKellar Roskind LLP
Course Description: A seminar full of tips for writing clear, concise and
persuasive documents that rise above legalese.

YLD offers first web cast CLE
Nashville lawyer Candice Reed, chair of the YLD's CLE Committee, will
present the first web cast by a young lawyer on August 27 at 12 noon
central. The one-hour live seminar will explore the legal and ethical
issues surrounding the use of contract attorneys. Register or learn more
at TennBarU.
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